BEE~@

German Renewable
Energy Federation

BEE Feedback

on Revision of Directive (EU) 2018/2001 on the promo-
tion of the use of energy from renewable sources

Berlin, 215! September 2020




BEE Feedback

on Revision of Directive (EU) 2018/2001 on the promotion of the use of energy from renewable sources

Feedback

The German Renewable Energy Federation (BEE) welcomes the COM proposal to reduce GHG
emissions by at least 55 percent by 2030. In order to be able to achieve an ambitious green-
house gas reduction target of at least 55 percent by 2030 compared to 1990, an equally ambi-
tious increase in the targets for the share of renewable energies in gross final energy consump-
tion and energy efficiency are necessary. When revising the Directive (EU) 2018/2001 the
Commission should consider that there are numerous calls for at least 60 up to 65% greenhouse
gas emission reductions including from the EP’s ENVI (asking for an at least 60% reduction
target).

Therefore, and against the background of the impact assessment for Europe’s 2030 climate
ambition the target for the share of renewable energies in 2030 will definitely have to be in-
creased from the agreed 32%. Given the analysis laid out in the impact assessment and given
the availability of efficient and economically viable solutions for renewable energy use in all end-
use sectors, the 2030 renewables target should be at least 40 %. However, we would like to
point out that under the right conditions a share of 45 % (as already requested by a number of
stakeholders years ago) or more can certainly be achieved. The technologies for a higher pro-
portion of renewables in electricity generation are already available at low cost in the form of
(on- and offshore) wind turbines, PV systems, biomass systems, hydropower systems and other
renewable energy technologies. Solar thermal and sustainable biomass applications as well as
heat pumps are available for the building sector and electric vehicles powered by renewables
or engines powered by sustainable biofuels are long since mature. As outlined in the EC’s strat-
egy for a Smart Sector Integration, a combination of these technologies and a higher degree of
digitalisation stand ready as the building blocks for an integrated energy transformation based
on rapidly increasing shares of renewables. The subtarget in the transport sector should be set
higher accordingly, at least at 20 %.

The overall strategy to reduce GHG emissions and reach climate neutrality should focus on
avoiding emissions. Under no circumstances there should be any measures to promote tech-
nologies of capture, storage or processing and use of greenhouse gases for fossil fuels, for
example in the form of CCS or CCU, besides for the compensation of unavoidable CO2 emis-
sions, because they would help to delay the phase out of the fossil fuel based economy.

Furthermore, the revision should implement binding targets and milestones for the share of
renewable energies in all sectors to underpin the reduction of GHG-emissions. Such goals and
milestones must be set both for the European level and for each Member States in order to
achieve the commissions goal to reduce GHG emissions by at least 55 percent by 2030. But
the revision must also respect the subsidiarity principle as well as the Member States’ right to
choose their own energy mix. It must strike the balance between mandatory target achievement
and flexibility for member states in choosing their preferred mix of renewable energy, energy
efficiency and energy savings.

When revising RED I, the role of decentralized and distributed electricity generation from re-
newable energies and energy communities as well as self-consumption and active consum-
ers/prosumers should also be strengthened. To ensure that the shift to a fully renewable system
can take place at the pace required, citizens, communities and local governments must be in-
volved. Community energy projects or Renewable Energy Communities (RECs)increase the
social support for renewable energy projects and the energy transition.
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The rapid development and deployment of renewable energies must not be limited or focussed
on to the electricity, but it must also be significantly intensified in the other sectors. The building
and transport sector in particular have enormous potential in that regard and should be strength-
ened in EU legislation. The strong expansion of renewable energies in these sectors would also
contribute to increased sector coupling and thus to an increase in the resilience of the energy
system.

Companies all over Europe urgently need planning security over 10 years. This must be taken
into account in all adjustments. Changes every two years, as is the case today, or the uncer-
tainty that changes might be imminent, prevent investments and developments. For this reason,
an ambitious target for the share of renewable energies should be set now and complemented
with strengthened rules for removal of administrative barriers and mitigating investment.
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As german umbrella association for the renewable energy sector, the German Renewable En-
ergy Federation (BEE) bundles the interests of 55 specialised associations and companies.
We connect the wind, bio, solar, geothermal and hydropower sector with each other. That
way, we represent 30,000 individual members, among them more than 5,000 companies,
316,000 jobs and more than 3 million power plant operators.

Our goal: 100 percent renewable energy in electricity, heating and transportation.
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